PNCWA2018 Sustainability Report

Title
Overview
CONFERENCE DESCRIPTION
The 2018 Pacific Northwest Clean Water Association (PNCWA) conference was held in Boise, Idaho at the Boise
Centre
October 21 - 24, 2018. The
annual conference is the region's
largest water quality
educational event and is the
CONFERENCE
DESCRIPTION
ORGANIZATION
MISSION
place to share innovative solutions, learn from the work of others, and network with hundreds of your colleagues.
BSR is a global nonprofit organization that
works with its network of more than 250
ORGANIZATION
MISSION

The BSR Conference is one of the most important
annual gatherings dedicated to finding solutions to

our most pressing global challenges. Every year,
member companies and other partners to
PNCWA is the preeminent state association dedicated to education, dissemination of technical and scientific
nearly 700 sustainable business experts from
build a just and sustainable world. The
information, increased public understanding, and promotion of sound public laws and programs in the water
Fortune 500 companies, as well as leading
organization’s mission is to work with
resources and related environmental fields in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.
foundations, nonprofit organizations, and
business to create a just and sustainable
government,
gather for unparalleled
PNCWA
Statement:
Dedicated
to protecting and enhancing
water resources
in the states networking
of Idaho, Oregon
world.Mission
BSR envisions
a world
in which
experiences,
powerful
plenary addresses
and
andeveryone
Washington.
achieve
this, weand
promote the professional
development
of our members,
the dissemination
of
can To
lead
a prosperous
breakout
sessions,
interactive
professional
information
the
public
policy makers,
of science
andand
technology
needed
to protect
dignifiedtolife
within
theand
boundaries
of the and the advancement
human
health
and the
environment.
Earth’s
natural
resources.

development opportunities.

PNCWA Vision Statement: The Pacific Northwest Clean Water Association is a vibrant community sustaining healthy
watersheds for future generations.
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Vitals
Title

Date

October 21 - 24, 2018

Location

Boise, Idaho

ORGANIZATION MISSION

Venue
Boise Centre
CONFERENCE
DESCRIPTION

BSR is a global nonprofit organization that

The BSR
Conference 971–
is oneincludes
of the most
important
# Attendees
pre-conference

works with its network of more than 250

workshop
attendees,
conference
annual gatherings dedicated
to finding
solutions
to
registrants and exhibitor
our most pressing global
challenges. Every year,
representatives

member companies and other partners to
build a just and sustainable world. The
ATTENDEE
PROFILE

nearly#700
sustainable23
business experts from
Sponsors

Fortune 500 companies, as well as leading
Event
Opening Session, Committee
nonprofit
organizations,
and
business
create conference
a just and sustainable
The
PNCWAtoannual
attracts environmental, civilfoundations,
Features
Meetings,
8 concurrent
sessions,
Women’s
Networking
Reception,
government, gather for unparalleled networking
world.
BSR engineers,
envisions aeducators,
world in which
and
chemical
biologists, chemists,
First Time Attendee Reception,
experiences, powerfulExhibitor
plenary addresses
everyone can
lead treatment
a prosperous
and
government
officials,
plant
managers and
Reception,and
Operations
Challenge, Exhibit Hall, Water
dignified laboratory
life within the
boundaries
of themanufacturers breakout sessions, and interactive professional
operators,
analysts,
equipment
For People Fun Run, River Bank
development opportunities.
Earth’s
naturaland
resources.
and
distributors,
students and young professionals
Cleanup, Evening Offsite
Networking Events, Student
involved in wastewater collection and treatment, stormwater
Posters, Awards Banquet,
management, and related fields.
Continuing Education Credits,
Off-site Facility Tours
organization’s mission is to work with
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Company Logo!
Here!

Sustainability
Achievements
Title Here
There are many areas that contribute to an event’s overall
sustainability, ranging from venue, accommodations, and
food & beverage, to signage, collateral, and even marketing
Intro copy about how the following pages list successful
& communications. Greening an event involves a concerted
sustainability efforts achieved by the client conference. Intro
effort across vendors and supply chains to help transform an
copy like this will help the report function effectively as a
industry. We are proud of our team’s work to advance the
standalone piece.
following sustainability initiatives.
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Sustainability Achievements

SUMMARY
The annual PNCWA conference continues to raise
the bar as a conference that is focused on the
attendee experience, community involvement, and
progress with environmental, social, and
sustainability initiatives. The conference committee
is quick to volunteer resources – both financial and
personal, to facilitate community impact.

PNCWA has a code of conduct, anti-harassment
policies, and ensures that the conference is a safe
space for all people.
PNCWA2018 was honored to host the conference
at the Boise Centre, a venue which actively
promotes sustainability and accessibility.

2018 was a year of profound growth in moving the
conference’s sustainability forward. The following
page outlines some of the actions taken to help
advance sustainability.
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Sustainability Achievements
SIGNAGE

RIVERBANK CLEANUP

MEALS

PNCWA committed financial

PNCWA has a very motivated and

PNCWA and the Boise Centre

resources to utilize the venue’s

involved team of committee

collaborated to provide attendees

electronic signage, as well as

members. 2018 conference

with responsibly sourced, healthy

sourced five electronic monitors for

featured a river bank cleanup,

food options at each meal function.

signage, including one dedicated to

which removed over 9 large bags

Special attention was directed at

communicating sustainability

of trash from the banks of the river.

providing water-wise options.

initiatives.
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Sustainability Achievements

•

Encouraged attendees to take public
transportation to and from the airport to the
hotel.

•

All meal functions were served on reusable
dishes, cutlery, and linen napkins.

•

All water service was provided in reusable water
bottles with a glass or compostable cup.

•
•

•

Sustainability goals were discussed with venue

guidelines to ensure a reduction in waste

and vendors prior to contracting.

generation.

MeetGreen Sustainable Practices Survey was

•

•

email and on the electronic onsite signage.

Requested venue recycle glass, paper, plastic,
and cardboard.

•

are kept for years.

possible: local, seasonal, organic, fairly-traded,

•

Remaining food was transported to the Boise
Rescue Mission who then distributed the food to
one of their three shelters in the Boise area.

The promotional items ordered for the conference
were the annual attendee gifts - quality items that

Sourced sustainable food options where

sustainably harvested, or ethically produced.

Sustainability initiatives were communicated to
attendees in the pre-conference all-attendee

sent to key vendors.
•

Exhibitors were provided with green exhibit

•

This was a straw-less event. A standard straw is
7.5”. By eliminating straws, the conference saved
around 1000 feet of plastic!
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Sustainability Achievements

2018 was the first year the conference featured a

•

separate conference website! The website served as
the information repository for conference and ancillary
event updates and replaced the printed and mailed
registration brochure.
The 2017 registration brochure was 20 pages. By

•

eliminating the printed registration brochure in 2018,
the conference saved 39,000 sheets of paper- close
to two full trees!

•

WaterPalooza was organized by PNCWA2018
committee members, local to the Boise area, on
Thursday, October 18 at Taft Elementary School.
WaterPalooza engaged elementary school
students in fun, interactive activities to excite
students about water conservation and resource
awareness.

•

PNCWA2018 partnered with local
brewery, Mother Earth Brewing,

•

to produce a beer made from

The conference will move forward with a website in

recycled water. The brewer

2019, as featured in the image above. The progress

generously donated the kegs to

made in 2018 will continue to be advanced in 2019.
•

the conference and proceeds

A mobile app provided information for attendees to

from sales went to Water For

navigate the robust program and the exhibit floor.

People.
•
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From Local
to Global
Title

In 2015 the United Nations defined a collection of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) designed to
achieve the following targeted goals by 2030: ending poverty, promoting prosperity, well-being for all, and
protecting the planet. One very powerful visual is seeing how the sustainability actions taken at PNCW2018
link closely to the global initiatives outlined by the UN SDGs.

ORGANIZATION MISSION

CONFERENCE DESCRIPTION

BSR is a global nonprofit
Donation oforganization
leftover food. that

The BSR Conference
is one
of the most important
SDG 2: Zero
hunger

works with its network of more than 250

annual gatherings dedicated to finding solutions to

member companies and other partners to

our most pressing global challenges. Every year,

Water glasses not
pre-filled.
build a just and sustainable
world.
The

SDG700
12: Responsible
consumption
andexperts
production
nearly
sustainable
business
from

organization’s mission is to work with

Fortune 500 companies, as well as leading

business to create a just and sustainable

foundations, nonprofit organizations, and

Utilizing
electronicasignage
meeting venue.
world. BSR
envisions
worldininthe
which

SDG 12: Responsible
and production
government,
gather consumption
for unparalleled
networking

everyone can lead a prosperous and

experiences, powerful plenary addresses and

dignified life within the boundaries of the

breakout sessions, and interactive professional

Reduce printed material.
Earth’s natural resources.

SDG 12. Responsible
consumption and production
development
opportunities.

CONFERENCE SUSTAINABILITY ACTIONS

Condiments and beverages served in bulk.

China and linens for meals, no disposables.

No bottled water served at event.

Incorporation of local / sustainable food on the menu.

UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

SDG 12: Responsible consumption and production

SDG 12: Responsible consumption and production

SDG 12. Responsible consumption and production

SDG 3: Good Health & Well Being
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Event Scoring

46%
LOREM IPSUM
CONFERENCE
PNCWA2018 SCORE
SCORE
Compared
average
The
score ofto70%
is an
conference
score
42%
excellent
score
andofone
of
the top scores across all
MeetGreen.

The MeetGreen® Calculator 2.0 is a comprehensive tool
available for benchmarking the sustainable elements of events.
Using the Calculator allows PNCWA
CONFERENCE
to capture
to capture
valuablevaluable
information throughout the event planning process in order to
make it easy to see where successes lay and where
improvements can be made.
Those events
Leaders
measure,
that score
track, highly
and report
are run
on by
performance
organizerstargets
who not
using
only
request
key
data.sustainable
They sharepractices,
best practices
but also
freely
ensure
with that
others
these
to requests
are implemented
continuously
raisethrough
the barsystemic
as well as
processes,
address global
that procedures
issues withare
tracked and
solutions
thatthat
areaevent
high level
specific.
of performance is achieved.
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Event Scoring
MEETGREEN CALCULATOR SCORE YEAR BY YEAR
This report shows the total Calculator score for the PNCWA conference from 2017 and 2018, both years
that MeetGreen has been more active in the planning and exectution of the conference. 2018 scored
70% as compared to 72%, both scores greatly exceed the average score, 42%, of comparable events.
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Event Scoring
MEETGREEN CALCULATOR EVENT CATEGORY COMPARISON
This report shows the Calculator score across each category for the PNCWA Annual Conference in 2017 and 2018.
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Company Logo!
Here!

Sustainability
Title
Opportunities
Event sustainability is inherently a long-term process. As
Intro copy about how the following pages list some
such, it is an opportunity to innovate, and evolve at a pace
sustainability opportunities for the client conference. Intro
that is congruent with your organization’s resources and
copy like this will help the report function effectively as a
road map. The following pages offer a combination of
standalone piece.
practical next steps as well as some ambitious targets to
help frame future event sustainability planning.
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Sustainability Opportunities

Consider migrating the conference to a circular economy
model for assets such as signage. With the advent of
recent challenges to waste diversion streams, make a
concerted effort to minimize waste rather than recycle
materials.

Commit to greater attendee engagement by
communicating your efforts. Add a green tagline at bottom
of any eblasts.

Consider a waste management sponsorship working
towards a zero waste conference.

At the outset of the 2019 conference, identify 3 goals and
desired outcomes that relate to sustainability.
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Sustainability Opportunities

Draft an event sustainability policy to ensure that
green practices are incorporated into all meetings.
This process should be finalized and communicated
to all stakeholders.

Confirm event-specific priorities and
measurement targets. This could be a first actionstep for the sustainable event team.

Establish areas of responsibility including staff
and vendors and determine how to communicate
this information to all stakeholders.

Communicate opportunities and impacts.
Include a strategy for pre, during and post-event
outreach to attendees and other stakeholders.
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Sustainability Opportunities

Increase sustainability
Communicate with sponsors and exhibitors to ensure
samples and promotional items utilize minimum
packaging. Advance the greening initiatives for
exhibitors.

Set a waste diversion from landfill goal with venue.
Request availability of kitchen and food waste
composting onsite.

Provide a conduit for attendees to participate in a
carbon-offset program and advocate for inclusion of
local, seasonal, and sustainable items on the menu.
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Company Logo!
Here!

Title Here
t!

on a successful event using

Intro copy about how the following pages list successful

the efforts
Earth’s
resources
sustainability
achieved
by the client wisely!
conference. Intro
copy like this will help the report function effectively as a
standalone piece.
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